INITIAL EVALUATION AND ELIGIBILITY
Chapter 3 – Process Handbook
	
	
	Ref
	

	2-PRONGED TEST  FOR ELIGIBILITY
	1. Whether the child is a child with exceptionality (disability or giftedness) and

2. Has a need for special education and related services.
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	Initial evaluation begins after a referral is made and parents have given written consent and applies to all children age 3 and up.
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EVALUATION
	Step 1:  Review existing data (parental consent not required) and determine what additional data, if any (from tests, rating scales, observations, interviews, etc.) will be needed including data needed to understand any potential exclusionary factors.  Avoid time spent collecting information (including testing) that is either unnecessary or overly time-consuming and has no clear purpose. 
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	Step 2:  Determine who will collect which data.

	
	

	
	Step 3:  Provide parents a copy of Parent Rights Notice
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	Consent
	Step 4:  Provide Prior Written Notice (PWN) reflecting determinations made in Step 1 and request informed written consent.
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	Failure to respond or provide consent:
	Make reasonable attempts to obtain consent which means 3 attempts by two different methods with documentation.  The school may, but is not required to, pursue with mediation or due process.  See 3-7 for home school or private school.
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	TEAM
	Parents

General Education Teacher

Special Education Teacher

LEA representative (Principal)

Assessment interpreter (School Psychologist)

Others at discretion of parent and school
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	EVALUATION PROCEDURE
	
	
	

	Purpose


	To Collect:

          Data needed about L – the learner

                                         I – the instruction

                                        C – the curriculum

                                         E – the environment    
 To Determine

          1. If student has an exceptionality
          2. Educational needs

          3. Present levels of performance

          4. Need for special education

          5. Changes needed in special education or related services
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	Sources:

	    From

G – General Education interventions & progress
[DIBELS, MAP, grades, RTI, etc.]

R – Record Review

[CBA, CBM, CBE, screenings, portfolio, 

previous evaluations, reports from other 

agencies, discipline records, cum file, etc.]

I – Interview [child, parent, teachers]

O – Observation in learning environment

[structured observations, rating scales, 

ecological (EBASS, TIES II), behavioral 

interview,anecdotal, FBA] comparison to peers,

level of independence, functional performance

T – individual measures of specific skill or ability, a

very intrusive way of gathering data.  The value

of data obtained must outweigh the cost of 

instructional time lost.  Use when data cannot be

collected through other sources (GRIO)

No single measure or assessment may be used as the sole criterion.
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	Extent:
	Assess all areas related to the suspected exceptionality, including, if appropriate, health, vision, hearing, social, emotional, intelligence, academics, communication, and motor
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	ELIGIBILITY

	1. Compile data in usable form
2. Convene  to make eligibility determination

3. Parents are invited to participate in eligibility meeting

4. Can combine  eligibility meeting and IEP meeting

5. Must provide 10-day notice
6. If determined not eligible for special education because a disability is present, but student does not need special education, refer for 504 consideration

7. Provide eligibility report and evaluation report to parent
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	Prong 1:

	Determine that the determinant factor is not:

1. Lack of appropriate instruction.
2. Limited English proficiency
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	Determine that the student does or does not have one of the following exceptionalities:
1. Hearing Impairment

2. Vision Impairment

3. Mental Handicap

4. Learning Disability   ( Unique LD issues 3-19)

5. Health Impairment

6. Physical Impairment

7. Speech or Language Disability

8. Giftedness

9. Emotional Disorder
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	Prong 2:
	Determine need for specially designed instruction in order to access the general education curriculum:
· Content adapted,

· Methodology adapted, or

· Delivery of instruction adapted
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	Eligibility Report:
Eligibility Decision:
	· Compile evaluation information from all sources into a team report or a compilation of individual reports.  
· Document the team decision regarding eligibility

· Provide certification in writing by each team member that the report/eligibility decision reflects the member’s conclusion

· Any team member in disagreement must submit a separate statement

· Provide the report and eligibility document to parents

· Contents of report/eligibility document (see 3-21)
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